
From: Firth, Daniel
To: "susan.hugo@acgov.org"; "rmosack@alhambrafire.org"; 

"dlampson@alpinecountyca.gov"; "bfourt@co.amador.ca.us"; 
"jowhite@anaheim.net"; "ctperkins@BakersfieldFire.us"; "doug.clarke@fire.
ca.gov"; "DLerer@ci.berkeley.ca.us"; "jmartinez@ci.burbank.ca.us"; 
"mhuerta@buttecounty.net"; "jboetzer@co.calaveras.ca.us"; 
"kmundi@colusadhhs.org"; "shopper@comptoncity.org"; "rsawyer@hsd.
cccounty.us"; "mikeg@ci.corona.ca.us"; "mrudaitis@ci.costa-mesa.ca.us"; 
"broc.harmon@culvercity.org"; "dncupa@co.del-norte.ca.us"; 
"lkirby@downeyca.org"; "dave.johnston@edcgov.us"; "stsumura@elsegundo.
org"; "adria.paesani@fountainvalley.org"; "ABarraza@fremont.gov"; 
"fresnocupa@co.fresno.ca.us"; "GrantM@fullertonfire.org"; "jhughes@ch.ci.
garden-grove.ca.us"; "jacquib@ci.gilroy.ca.us"; "vdemirjian@ci.glendale.ca.
us"; "escott@countyofglenn.net"; "hugh.murphy@hayward-ca.gov"; 
"lcollister@ci.healdsburg.ca.us"; "nhodgson@co.humboldt.ca.us"; 
"DSmythe@surfcity-hb.org"; "lflorez@dtsc.ca.gov"; "mlong@inyocounty.us"; 
"HoughtonB@co.kern.ca.us"; "yatee.patel@co.kings.ca.us"; "kenw@co.lake.
ca.us"; "msmith@co.lassen.ca.us"; "dstefani@lpfire.org"; "Nelson.
Kerr@longbeach.gov"; "eloy.luna@lacity.org"; "AVerayo@acwm.lacounty.
gov"; "tsmith@dpw.lacounty.gov"; "KCodding@fire.lacounty.gov"; 
"Bjones@fire.lacounty.gov"; "arolan@madera-county.com"; "CWoolard@co.
marin.ca.us"; "dconway@mariposacounty.org"; "stricklt@co.mendocino.ca.
us"; "kgibbons@co.merced.ca.us"; "vcatunao@ci.milpitas.ca.gov"; 
"chrismurray@co.modoc.ca.us"; "dshinn@mono.ca.gov"; "arobin@ci.
monrovia.ca.us"; "weldenb@co.monterey.ca.us"; "jaymae.
wentker@mountainview.gov"; "doug.calhoun@countyofnapa.org"; "david.
huff@co.nevada.ca.us"; "rgamble@nbfd.net"; "lgriffin@oaklandnet.com"; 
"rdavis@cityoforange.org"; "pboelter@ochca.com"; "robertdistaso@ocfa.
org"; "miguel.trujillo@ci.oxnard.ca.us"; "Gordon.Simpkinson@CityofPaloAlto.
org"; "jweckerle@cityofpasadena.net"; "CFERGUS@ci.petaluma.ca.us"; 
"vlineber@placer.ca.gov"; "jimperez@countyofplumas.com"; "richard.
kuciemba@redondo.org"; "mesparza@riversideca.gov"; "CHYang@rivcocha.
org"; "sanderson@roseville.ca.us"; "RothschildE@saccounty.net"; 
"bobs@sanbenitoco.org"; "mkraft@sbcfire.org"; "michelle.price@sdcounty.
ca.gov"; "sue.cone@sfdph.org"; "kfoley@sjcehd.com"; "rbaldwin@sjgov.
org"; "Michael.Murtiff@sanjoseca.gov"; "jcamp@ci.san-leandro.ca.us"; 
"kboyle@ci.san-luis-obispo.ca.us"; "alabarre@co.slo.ca.us"; "wlent@co.
sanmateo.ca.us"; "cciraulo@santa-ana.org"; "annmarie.nelson@sbcfire.
com"; "probles@santaclaraca.gov"; "greg.breshears@deh.sccgov.org"; 
"Richard.Baker@cnt.sccgov.org"; "tim.fillmore@co.santa-cruz.ca.us"; 
"janetortiz@santafesprings.org"; "Eric.Binder@SMGOV.NET"; "raraiza@ci.
santa-paula.ca.us"; "cvincent@ci.santa-rosa.ca.us"; "jwhittle@co.shasta.ca.
us"; "emorgan@sierracounty.ws"; "Deanrick@co.siskiyou.ca.us"; 
"MGeisert@solanocounty.com"; "aparsons@sonoma-county.org"; "rpock@ci.
south-pasadena.ca.us"; "bbeniamine@envres.org"; "LKilpatrick@ci.
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sunnyvale.ca.us"; "SSahota@co.sutter.ca.us"; "lolson5@pacbell.net"; 
"jkulluk@torranceca.gov"; "pbarni@dtsc.ca.gov"; "jmartens@tularehhsa.
org"; "slillie@co.tuolumne.ca.us"; "ChrisBoykin@ci.union-city.ca.us"; 
"JGrant@CityofVentura.net"; "jim.wada@ventura.org"; "lpozzebon@ci.
vernon.ca.us"; "gcoon@ci.victorville.ca.us"; "bryanj@cityofwestsacramento.
org"; "Environmental.Health@yolocounty.org"; "cpickell@co.yuba.ca.us"; 
Paine, John; 

cc: "mark.moss@edcgov.us"; "llancaster@co.humboldt.ca.us"; "rvintze@dtsc.ca.
gov"; "AJones@co.lassen.ca.us"; "Linda.Kolinski@longbeach.gov"; "darell.
choate@countyofnapa.org"; "NSchlotthauer@sbcfire.org"; "Andrew.
Dyer@sanjoseca.gov"; "LSmith@santa-ana.org"; "Jim.Blamey@deh.sccgov.
org"; "oscar.hernandez@smgov.net"; "CCovey@SolanoCounty.com"; 
"jvanburen@co.sutter.ca.us"; "JKOHLER@TorranceCA.gov"; 
Gause, Catherine; Allen, Chris; Bohon, James; 

Subject: Locally Collected Fields Re-Survey: Action Required by Nov 22, 2010
Date: Thursday, November 11, 2010 6:44:34 AM
Attachments: Locally Collected Fields Resurvey.pdf 

Good morning,
 
We need your input. The Regulator User Group has requested that we resurvey all 
CUPAs and PAs to get updated information regarding how critical locally collected 
information is for your agency. Please review the attached request and respond via 
email by Monday, November 22. There will be a special Regulator User Group 
meeting on November 29 to discuss the results of the resurvey and to decide if 
CERS will include optional locally collected data fields or if they make a 
recommendation that a small number of local data fields be made mandatory in 
CERS. 
 
Thanks in advance for your input.
 
Dan
 
Dan Firth
Electronic Reporting Project Manager (CERS)
Cal/EPA Unified Program
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To: CERS Managers 


From: Dan Firth, Cal/EPA Electronic Reporting Project Manager (CERS) 


Action: Respond by Monday, November 22, 2010 


Topic: Locally Collected Information in CERS 
Overview: Cal/EPA must determine how to manage locally collected information in CERS by December 1, 2010. 


Failure to meet this deadline will delay the release of the final list of data fields in CERS currently scheduled for 


early February (by the CUPA Conference) and may cause a further delay in the release of the data exchange 


methodology currently scheduled for summer 2011. 


Action 1 
By Monday, November 22, 2010, please provide a written email response to Cal/EPA that identifies locally 


collected information data from the previously compiled list that is critical to your agency and a short, written 


justification for each. Use the link below to open the table. If you do not have any critical locally collected 


information fields please respond accordingly. 


 


In determining if a data element is critical to your program, consider the following:  


• Is this data critical for my agency to meet its obligations as a CUPA or PA, such as billing? 


• Is there another way to collect or determine this information if it were not included in CERS (such as 


during inspections) and if so, would the cost to my agency be significant? 


• Every data element added to CERS will have costs to Cal/EPA, software vendors, businesses and other 


UPAs to develop and manage these fields to ensure data exchange, as well as uploading/downloading, 


with CERS. 


Action 2 
If appropriate, notify one or more voting members of the Regulator User Group that represent your agency 


(CUPA or PA voting members) of your preference between option 2 and option 3 as described in the background 


and in the related documents referenced below. 


Background 
In August 2010, Cal/EPA surveyed all CUPA and PA CERS managers to identify a complete list of locally collected 


data. That data was consolidated into the spreadsheet referenced below.  


 


Cal/EPA has considered feedback from the User Group and developed three options; 1) to have no optional 


fields, 2) to have a small number of optional fields that are added to title 27 and become required, or 3) to add 


optional fields that CUPAs and PAs could select for use in their jurisdiction. 


 


At the November 9, 2010 Regulator User Group meeting, option 1, to have no locally collected fields in CERS, 


was rejected.  
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The User Group discussed concerns regarding the costs to Cal/EPA, software vendors (Decade, Garrison, Fire 


RMS, Accela, FireHouse and others), local agencies with their own systems, and all businesses intending to 


upload or exchange data with CERS, associated with creating and managing optional fields. The Group also 


discussed the costs to CUPAs and PAs if they had to develop alternate methods to gather this information if it 


were not included in CERS. 


 


As a result of these discussions, Cal/EPA was requested to resurvey all CERS Managers to identify and justify 


critical local data fields. The User Group set a special meeting on Monday, November 29  to review the list of 


identified critical fields, their justifications and to then vote on option 2 or option 3, to either identify a small 


number of local fields that would become required for all CUPAs, PAs and businesses, or to have a larger group 


of optional fields. 


 


For additional background please review the Locally Collected Fields documents on the CERS Help wiki at 


https://cers.calepa.ca.gov/Help/RegulatorUsersGroup.RegUserGroupMtgs.ashx for the meetings of October 26 


and November 9. These include: 


 


http://cers.calepa.ca.gov/tempdocs/RegUserGroup/2010/1109/LocCollectedFldsDiscussion.pdf. This document 


identifies issues associated with the development of locally collected information fields in CERS and proposes 


three options.  


http://cers.calepa.ca.gov/TempDocs/RegUserGroup/2010/1026/LocalFields.pdf This document provides the 


initial overview of the issues associated with locally collected information and describes the efforts to identify 


the locally collected data currently collected by CUPAs and PAs. 


 


Please use the link below to identify your critical fields for Action 1. Identify your field by row 


number (use only rows 3 through 87, the remaining fields are duplicates) and by field name from 


column A.  


http://cers.calepa.ca.gov/TempDocs/RegUserGroup/2010/1026/ConsolidatedLocalCustomFieldsOct2010.xls.  


This table provides a complete list of the locally collected fields and data provided from the survey request sent 


to all CUPA and PA CERS managers in August, 2010. The results were consolidated to eliminate duplicate fields. 


Fields that Cal/EPA considered critical based on input from local agencies were identified as potential fields for 


inclusion in Title 27.  


 


If you have questions or need more information please contact me. 


 


Thank you for your help. 








